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ABOUT US 

One of the many active groups in the congregation of CHRISTUSKIRCHE in Minden (not too far 
from Hannover) is the children's choir. It was founded in August 1990 by Thomas Wirtz. To be 
able to rehearse in an adequate way with the about 300 active choir members, the choir is 
splitted into several groups and established the “Chorschule Christuskirche” (CHOIR SCHOOL 
of CHRISTUSKIRCHE): 

 The Kindergarten Kids (SiTa-Kids and KiGa-Sparrows) 

 The SPARROWS (1st to 2nd grade) 

 The LARKS (3rd to 4th grade) 

 The Tookulinis (5th grade) 

 CRESCENDO (6th grade) 

 TOOKULA (concert choir, starting 7th grade) 

The first groups get to know the variety of music and the „hearable world". They learn 
everything about songs, fairy tales, dances and rhythm in a playful way. Many of them even 
get a recommendation on instrumental lessons. 
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For the older kids and young people, the following concept could apply: 

 control of the development of a natural voice  
 care for community, education for self-evident rules of togetherness  
 learning the basic concepts of music  
 maintenance of traditional songs, leading up to spiritual and secular choral songs  
 inclusion of modern elements (Jazz, Spirituals, Pop)  
 assistance in arranging services and concerts  
 realization of trips, camps and courses  
 recommendation and advice for continuing instrumental lessons  
 meetings together with parents (e.g. every two years: campfire)  

TOOKULA goes on one- to two-week-trips every year, which already led the choir to Denmark, 
Sweden, Austria, Netherlands, Italy, Norway, France, Estonia, the US and several German 
cities. 

The repertoire reaches from „classical" songs over international folklore to new sacred songs, 
spirituals and pop-songs. The community principles of the choir include the community work 
of different age groups. This makes it possible to work on more difficult texts as well as SATB-
arrangements.  It is also an opportunity to pass on customs and repertoire. In addition, this 
method functions as a support and help for the younger members of the choir. On the other 
hand, the older members can take responsibility for their „choir-children". 

The singer Romy Stegen is taking care of the voices of the TOOKULA-children. She teaches 
basic techniques of singing and helps to remove defects of the voice by an individual therapy. 

 

TOOKULA – WHAT DOES THAT MEAN? 

TOOKULA – 80 children and young people of the Christuskirche Minden (Germany) children´s 
choir were looking for a name: it ought to be full of fantasy and yearning, it had to sound 
friendly and little exotic beyond that. 
Much better, if it could be able to indicate the name of both villages belonging to the parish: 
TOdtenhausen and KUtenhausen, both suburbs of Minden (near Hanover). So everybody went 
in search for name and identity – and with the ideas and the proceeding search a special 
feeling began to increase: WE ARE TOOKULA! Since the date of the foundation of the 
children´s choir in 1990 this is a growing organisation; now called “Chorschule Christuskirche”. 
 
You can best find contents behind this name, if you connect it with slogans as: kids from 4 to 
18, active parents, basic musical education, voice teacher, dance groups with folklore and pop 
dances, team for attendance, organisation, sponsorship by local industry, touring Europe, 
responsibility elder-younger children (“choir-parents”), open for good choir music of different 
epochs and genres, lively and individual presentation of each song, keep traditions-learn the 
new, more than 300 active kids, young and professional director´s team, always learning 
founder and former conductor and ACDA-member Thomas Wirtz. This year the choir is 
directed by Frauke Seele-Brandt; an experienced teacher, conductor and lecturer for children 
choir conducting at two German Universities. 
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OUR CHURCH 

Christuskirche Minden, located in one of the suburbs (better: villages) of Minden, named 
"Todtenhausen". This name says: "Village at the door/gate/entrance to Minden". To the parish 
of the Christuskirche belong two villages, "Todtenhausen" and "Kutenhausen" . See the nice 
website www.kutenhausen.de with lots of information and pictures from our native country; 
also see www.minden.de. The church was built in 1907. The parish belongs to the big 
protestant parish of St. Mary, Minden. In both villages live 4.500 people (some farming, craft 
and little industry), most of them are commuters, living in several areas with new and 
individual buildings. Minden all in all has about 90.000 inhabitants. The bigger cities like 
Hannover (around 40 miles) and Bielefeld (around 30 miles) are located close by. 
 

 

 

STAY TUNED! 

WEB MAIL FACEBOOK 
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